Young people travelling alone are often most in need of MSF's help. Unicef reported that the global migrant crisis includes at least 300 000 unaccompanied children recorded worldwide, with the true number likely to be far greater. 6 At least 10 000 such children have gone missing in Europe. 7 Andrea Contenta is the humanitarian affairs officer for MSF Serbia. He told The BMJ that many migrants there had fled Afghanistan, Iraq, Pakistan, and Syria. They had been hoping to reach western Europe from Turkey through Greece or Bulgaria and the Balkans, before the European Union closed the borders on this route. MSF offers primary medical and psychological care from a clinic in Belgrade and mobile clinics in the border areas.
"There are still people stuck along the Balkans, and still people are dying," Contenta told The BMJ. MSF says that Serbia alone has some 4000 to 5000 migrants, more than half of them minors, in camps along its borders. 8 More live informally, without water, food, or healthcare.
"In most Serbian camps, adults and children share accommodation," explained Contenta. Age assessment by social workers or police is unscientific and often incorrect, but leads to "very different paths and entitlements. Adults are not entitled to special protection," he said. And policies discourage children travelling together, because if any member of a group is deemed an adult it could affect the status of all members of the group.
Many children claim to have been beaten by EU member state border forces, said Contenta, citing a recent report by MSF, Serbia: Games of Violence, that documents widespread allegations of abuse.
"Regardless of their reasons for being in Serbia," the report says, "they are repeatedly brutalised and neglected and ultimately made invisible by migration policies that push them on to more and more dangerous routes," including being "forced into the hands of smugglers and on to dangerous, clandestine journeys." "Migration policies lead to violence," concludes Contenta. "There is still no safe and legal way.
"Young people need access to basic services: food, water, sanitation, healthcare. They also need education, not being left in camps for months, without social activity. This is a big mistake for Europe." MSF has decades of experience helping the neediest adults and children who otherwise would have no access to healthcare. Its independence is crucial, enabling it always to act solely on the basis of medical need, and "100% of our donations come from individuals like you," it says. Nearly 90 pence in every pound donated goes straight to medical projects, with just 1% on running its UK office and 10% reinvested in fundraising.
Vickie Hawkins, MSF UK's executive director, described how BMJ readers' donations could help MSF respond to the big challenges of the coming year. 
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an offshore buffer zone in Libya, fuelling the growth of an exploitative and abusive refugee and migrant detention system.
"Conflict continues to drive suffering in Yemen, Syria, and South Sudan. And the burden of disease is increasing, alongside complexity stemming from drug resistant strains.
"BMJ readers' generous donations will help our teams provide medical care to those caught up in these crises-some of the most vulnerable people in the world-and to speak out about their suffering.
"Thank you so much for your support."
You've donated more than £35 588, and there's still time to make this the most successful BMJ appeal, beating your 2014 total. Please give generously. Provenance and peer review: Commissioned; not externally peer reviewed.
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